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( SMUGGLERS) 

UASltlNCTON CUPI) - A GROUP OF SMUHOLERS STUMBLED ON THE IRANIAN 
DESERT STAGING AREA FOR THE U.S. MILITARY FORCE THAT TRIED TO RESCUE 
THE HOSTAHES, BUT RAN AWAY INSTEAD OF REPORTING THE INCIDENT TO 
AUTHORITIES, A WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL SAID TODAY, 

AT ONE POINT, A BUS WITH 5 3 PERSONS ON BOARD WAS STOPPED BY 
AflERICAN TROOPS ON THE ROAD NEAR THE STAGING ABOUT 200 MILES 
SOUTHEAST OF TEHRAN. THE RESCUE PARTY DETAINED THE PASSENGERS. 

THEN A TRUCK AND A CAR WERE SEETJ COMING DOIJN THE ROADWAY. THE 
US. TROOPS "STOPPED THE TRUCK," SAID THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL. 

"THE TRUCK WAS RELUCTANT TO STOP AND.TJfEY FORCED IT TO. THE FELLOW 
WHO WAS DRIVING JUMPED OUT AND RAN AROIJND, JUMPED INTO THE SEDAN AND 
THEY WEMT OFF THE ROAD, HEADING ACROSS THE DESERT," HE SAID. 

"I UNDERSTAND IT IS THE TRADITIONAL PATH OF SMUGCLERS IN THE AREA. 
THERE WAS A GENERAL INCLINATION TO BEHD/E THAT THE LAST PLACE THAT 
PEOPLE IN THAT CAR WERE GOING WAS TO THE LOCAL GENDARMES - AND 
APPARENTLY THEY DIDN'T." 
UPI 04-25 03:02 PES 
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^ifv^:^^^^ RESCUE ATTEMPT . ' 

Oval 'office "A : ' : ■ /^fe^^li 


■^^r.(.7:00 A.M.. EST) 

S^^t^&Jp^^S^S^^^^ ' pRiErSIDENT : Xa teoyes terday r I cancel led a carefully 

^^S^J'fpis^ operntion which was undervay^in Iran to position bur rescue - 
0*:%-^ tcara for. later withdrawal, of . American hostages j^ho have beeh held 
?^?oaptive. there"; 'since: NovenOae . , r-f^=''"' ' *"''^^■■■ 


in* the * rescue helicopters -raade it y^- 
^^^?:t5fnecessar the mission i As our : team was withdrawing/- after v -; 

G^^^i?^Tny ■ order to do so, ;two'*of bur 7»merican aircraft collidRd on' the '-'^ C:.^ 
.if;^-". ground ' following a refueling operation in a remote desert :location - • 
r v-^^n Iran.*"' Other information about this rescue mission will be made . ■ 
^;V^Bk^ailable to the American people when it is appropriate to do so. 

• j: ^C^ ./'-'^yi'^thkiTti ii^^ no fighting; there was no combat. ' But to 
^ /jny deep regret, 'eight of . the crewmen of the two aircraft which 
' collided were killed/ and several other Americans were hurt in the 
accident* . " .* T ' . ' 

i^^^i-.:-'-'- bur people were immediately airlifted from Iran. ^Those 

Hi T * who were injured have gotten medical treatment,and all of them are 

^.V'v;;expected_;to_ recove:r^;Vr^:/^^-:. '. .'[''^fy:,',--: . • ■ ■ • -"r ' "• '* \ 

■ . ' No k now! ed g e o f th i s oper a t i o n by a ny Irnniaii officials: 


;: Wor ■ a u thor i 1 3 cs wa s; ev id en t": to . u s . un t i 1 rr:s ev e jrn 1 -hour -a^ te r;:::^!! 
v&:M^^>^Ajner^cans^ . 

"was certain to be difficult and it was certain to be dangerous. We 
\ w&rc all convinced that if and when the rescue operation had been ; ..^ 
.. coitimcncod that it had an excellent chance of cuccens. *: Th^y were 

. sll. volunteers; they, were all hiyhly trained.' I met with their /V 
^^^adors before they went on this operation- They V.new then v^hat 

■ ;^iBpos of mine and': of all 7>;nericans they carried with them. ' .^V 


. ' V '. : 1; To ithe'/Tami lijgs -of those ."who ' d ied and who were/[wouniaed/. 
T- n t to expre'iis - the]:ad mfr fi ti on' X / f c el ^.^f or,: the. cnu''i;hge of tim^^^v-. . 
L J oved ones and itfie'soVrpw: that I ' feel ^persona 11 y for : the i r sacrifice* 


' F^LUOrtlVG IS jhE: TEXT OF A STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE 
p;?E5IDeNT.. tMBA-sj^S SHOULD :AT TH£1R D7SCR£TI0^, CO?<V£Y, ' - .//LOD^>r^N✓ 
TH^^UBSTANCE.* THE STATEMENT TO APPROPRIATE HOST : . . j^^^^^y. 
GC^P^:il^;^i?^'lCIALS AT. THE EARLIEST TI^E, 
3.!^KeGIN 

THE PRESIDH-NT HAS ORDERED THE' CANCELLATION* OF AN OPERATI ON r' 
IS IRAN WHICH KAS UNDERWAY TO PREPARE FOR* A RESCUE OF OUK 
HOSTAGES* :ThE MISSION bAS TERMINATED BECAUSE OF EOUIP- . 
ME-Nt FAILURE, . DURINGi. THE SUBSEQUENT WITHDRAWAL OF . . 
AMERICAN PERSONNEL THERE WAS A- COLLISION BETWEEN OUR 
AIRCRAFT UN .THE GROUND AT A REMOTE DESERT LOCATION IN IRAN; 
THERE y.ERE. NO'HiLITARY HOSTlLITItS, BUT THE PRESIDENT • , 
DEEPLY REGRETS THAT EIGHT AMERICAN CREw ME»^tiERS OF THE 
.TWD AIRCRAFr.VtRE KILLED AND OTHERS rtERc I-vJURtO THE 
""accident, - AMERICANS INVOLVED IN THE -Of^ER*AT10N HAVE N.Oi^ . ^ 
BEEN AIRLIFTED FROM . IRAN AND.THOSE WHO WEi^E INJURED -ARE 
3EING GIVE^ MEDICAL- TREATHEUT -AND ARE EXPECTED TO ..j 
; REC3 VE R ■ • ^rC^;;:^^iM^'^M'^^^^i^'- • : V^^^ . :v ; l:" J 

THIS -MISSI0^4 rtAS NOT 'MOTIVATED BY' HOSTILITY TO.HARD I^AN 
•.OR -THE IRANIAN PEOPLE AND THERE hlRL I><ANlAr 

".CASUALTIES. /: ^*\v??;!:-:vrv^>^^^ ■"::^^i: V": ' - ' 

preparations' F.OR* THIS RESCUE MISSION ^IHE ORDERED FOR ' 
H U^N ITARI AN "REASONS, TO PROTECT THE NATIONAL INTERESTS 
O^^IS COUNTRYr AND TO ALLEVIATE IN TERNAT 1 UNAL TENSIONS. 
tS^R^SIDENT ACCEP TS FULL RESPONSIBI LIl Y FOR THE .* 
DECISION TO ATTEMPT TO^ RESCUE.; J . ... . ^■ 

THE NATION IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO IHE BRAVE MEN »iHO wERE ■ 
.PREPARING TO RESCUE. THE ^^^AGES..^ J - 

TH= UNITED -STATES. CONTINUES TO. HOLD THe'goVERNMENT OF 
IRAN -RESPONSIBLE FOR THE. SAFETY OF - THE ; AMEH I C AN HOSTAGES, 

TH'^'UNITED STATES REMAINS* DET THElK • ' 

= SAFt-yRELEASE^ AT jTHE EARLIESt POSSI BLE DATE* - END TExT. 


Jit^u-wiffrc^uiiu o^viajisc tran; in was not diroctod against 

.Z^^?''?^?^?-^ of :JCran.-i?g=Itr:;^^^^ with any feeling of * * , . 

• hostility towAra ;Tranrvo^ caused no Iranian' 

j cai^oalties. "'y^:-::^:^/;^^?^^ " 'r?'^ - "^^i^V"' . ' 

''"''''^r'^fi\:':^'z.;\. Planning.,Xor :this' rcs^^ began shortly-after - • 
r embassy "w^Vs 'soi 2^ reasons/ I waited : ' 

til now to .put feasible, " 

-i this coinpTcx "oper^ tion:Had' to be the product of in tensive planning y;*'. 
and in tens iye f training ^and .Vepea_tcd;;^rehearsal -V-'^:- - ^ ^:/X':.>7 ' • • . .- ' -■;..'■**.;' 

and with'voiuntax^^^ctl^ p;^t of the Iranian officials v..; . 

^ was obviously ^then,;:has be en; and ;|;^i;;t»e--p^^ ^^J/i^A^ ^ .• • 

SSlS:^^- '^ev^i^l^^^^ had ' to ' awa i t . my judgment ' tha t _ the ^];f.y 


voiild not resolve rthis crisis on 



This rrescue attempt 

^>riranran"'auth^ 

Itheir^ii ihxUative.^With;the7i . ^ . ^=,f^vv of the " 

g^i-ran-'aW the^iifounting: dangers • that W3?re^ posed to the safety of the 
2^host^ges themselves^^hd the ^rowiKg" real i zatio;. that thexr -early 
Release was highly unl lively. ,1 inade;a decision to conm^i^e the. 
'•Jjrescue operations plans, .i..-; ' •■ • ^''^'^^z^-Jf;" ■■ ■' : 'v^^iS'^'^'- .-. ' -:• ■ '. 

'^^fe¥^i^'''-'^F?|5ii^Tttf»pt'"b^^ and a autyl' i-The ^--^ v-\';> ", 

^?^|^iness"of our team to undertaVce the rescue .oade it conp^etely . ■ 
- practicable. Accordingly, I mode the decxsior, to set our.,lon9 .... ^ 
cvoloped plins .into operation. i" ordered thxs rescue mxssaon 
xeoar^ in orfler. to safeguard An-erican lives, /^^-^ 
,^«rvr.»1 interrest and to reduce the tensions xn the world that - . 
TavTreen ^rs^f arong .any nations as this crisis has continued. . 
It was «v decision to attempt the xescue operation - it was n,y • 
decision to cancel ..it: when problems, aevelopad xn the placement of 
our rescue teamVfor, a, lutuxe rescue operation.. The responsibilxty . • 
'''is- fully my ovm. .. ,•; •' 

'^'■■<:^.-'^^^i-'^f&^GiiTiia:^ of : the 'attempt . we continue to . hold .■ .• 
i%i.|^S0^i^t of «;respoipi ''"VT^t^lona-^ -- ' 

lfarly?r^leaW^;of ;.t^,rJ^ btien so ; ^ 

?^A..S^^'^t|^?Tbe "Unite^^ re^^ins determined to.bring about ; ' ' •; 

^^,^ir "iafe'release at the earliest;date possible. As President, . . 
-fknSi-Jhat"« entire nation feels. the deep gratitude 1 feel for. . 
fc^Jhe^ave^en who were prepared to rrescue- thoir ff'-^^^^f : • 
• f^L cai>tivitY. - -Jvnd,^ as President^ I.also Icnow that tl,e nation .. 

ft^4^tt^S;#aiiaopotnt».ent.-th.t-th« rescue effort coul^; not : 
■r b'r^^unt^d because of .'ech.nical dif "f Sccltles. l,«t nlso .y detern.xnati. 
.■'fto persevere and to bring all of our hostages. hon,e to Creedom. ,. 




-if: 


h ' : • ■ yi^ hive been'a^ before. We will not give ; 

: -up- in our. efforts. /. Throughout this extraordinarily^idi/fficult . 
period^ we have pursued and will, continue to -porsue^' every * possible 
• avenue to 'secure the~i'clca3e of the hostaoef.. In these efforts, . 

the support of the /tmerican people and of our friends throughout . 
■ the world has been a mout crucial elcrr-ent. That support of other 
: nations is even more iinr>ort ant now. ; v:e will r.cek to continue, along 
•with olher nations and with the officSals of Iron, a proppt ; 
rresolutipn of the crici's without any loss of life and through . . 
" peaceful and diplomatic'neans-, / - "^ ' ' '"-.V-i-/." 


JS- Thank you very much.* 


' v'X7;07 A.M. EST) . 
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